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WPC/Minutes 7 March 2016 

 

Westhall Parish Council 

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 7th March 2016 at 7.30pm in Westhall Village Hall. 

 

 

Members Present:  Mr J Lickman  (Chairman); Mrs L Palin; Mr K Studd; Mrs E Clark. Mrs L Studd, 

Mr P Langford and Mrs L McTaggart. 

In Attendance: Mrs M Rogers (Clerk). Mr T Goldson (SCC) 

Public Attendees:   Mr G Harvey 

 

  

 

Prior to the meeting a discussion took place on the Villages Community Fund (former Bernard Matthews 

Wind Farm Community Fund). Paperwork was to be approved and nominations for the Fund’s Panel. 

 

A meeting held in February with Mr Graham Tuttle of the Norfolk Foundation and Mr Andrew Sherwood of 

Bernard Matthews suggested that the Panel consist of three Westhall PC members, two from Holton PC and 

two from Sotherton & Blyford PC. 

At a further meeting held by Westhall PC to discuss the Fund and Norfolk Foundation’s draft ‘Guidelines 

and Notes for Applicants’, ‘Application Form’ and ‘Checklist’ documentation the PC reflected that Blyford 

was furthest from the Windfarm site and therefore should not be included. Other proposed changes were as 

follows – 

  

a) That the rule preventing Panel members who are personally interested in an application from voting 

on it should be expressly spelt out, and a quorum identified.  

b)  That the bi-annual meetings be held in April and October rather than July and January. Should an 

application require to be considered outside the meeting dates a further meeting would be called 

rather than using email (especially in a contentious case) as this may be the quickest way of reaching 

a decision.  

c) To stipulate the Fund’s financial year. To run from whenever the Windfarm had started operating, 

e.g. if that was 1 July 2015 the Fund’s first financial year would end on 30 June 2016. 

d) An application might come from a group which was not an organisation with a constitution and bank 

account, and without a supporting organisation with a bank account. Norfolk Foundation had 

suggested PC hold the grant on applicant’s behalf. Could the Norfolk Foundation instead settle third 

party invoices issued to the applicant? Westhall PC would prefer not to hold monies as we would 

then have to account for that in our books.  

e) Could Fund be index linked and any unspent monies held in an interest bearing account? 

 

Mrs Studd reported she had subsequently discussed these points with Graham Tuttle, amended the 

documentation and circulated it to him, Holton and Sotherton & Blyford PCs in late February.  Points a) and 

b) above were not contentious. Point c) – Mr Tuttle was asking BM when Windfarm became operational for 

Fund’s financial year purposes. Point d) – Norfolk Foundation will not settle invoices direct, or pay grant to 

an individual (due to potential for fraud). If PC does not want to hold monies for an applicant, Panel can 

simply require applicant to create bank account with 2 signatories as a condition of receiving grant, Point e) 

– not accepted.  Mr Tuttle had observed that Westhall as parish most affected should get majority of fund. 

Other less-affected parishes would get some of it in some years. He did not have a vote on applications, but 

would attend all Panel meetings and ensure proper process and fair play.  

 

Discussion ensued – No response received from the other PCs about exclusion of Blyford. Concern that if 

Blyford was included then why should Spexhall, Halesworth and Brampton not be included.  If Sotherton 

submitted an application then it would probably benefit Blyford anyway. The question was asked why only 

PC members and not, e.g. members of a Community Council or Church Council, could be on the Panel. In 

answer it was stated that the PC members have been voted in by the parish as their representatives, are 

accountable under a code of conduct, and have registered personal interests with WDC. There should be no 

requirement for PC to hold funds for applicants who do not have a bank account, in fact Mr George Harvey 

suggested applicants could use the Community Council. 
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Chairman asked who would be interested in sitting on the Panel.  Mrs Palin, Mrs Clark and Mrs McTaggart 

stressed they did not want to be involved.  Mr Studd stated he would not stand if Mrs Studd was interested.  

Mrs Studd, Mr Langford and Mr Lickman agreed to stand, and Mr Lickman proposed that Mrs Studd Chair 

the first year.  Proposed acceptance of the committee by Mrs Clark, seconded Mrs Palin.  Proposed 

acceptance of Chairman, Mrs Studd by Mrs Palin, Mr Lickman and Mr Langford. 

 

Mr Lickman on behalf of the PC thanked Mrs Studd for all her work involved in setting up the Fund.  

 

The normal parish council meeting commenced.  

 

1. Apologies. None. 

2. Declaration of Interests:  None. 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting:   Mr Langford proposed, seconded by Mrs Palin that the minutes of 

the February meeting be accepted and signed.   

4. Matters Arising from previous meeting minutes that are not included in the agenda.  

  None. 

5. Correspondence and Any Actions.   

 

1. Vertas Invoice (final for year)       Agenda 

2. Clerks and Councils Magazine 

3. Tower Mint – Queens birthday medal 

4. Barclays Bank – interest changes 

5. Cottage Garden Services Invoice for Allotment Gate.   Agenda 

6. SALC – LAIS 1386 and 1387 – Nat Living Wage; Apprenticeships. 

7. SALC – Mobile Phone Masts 

8. SALC – Waveney Area Meeting – Minutes of November meeting 

9. East Suffolk Business Plan 

10. SALC – The Local Councillor Magazine 

11. Gt Yarmouth & Waveney CCG Workshops 

12. SALC – About our Services 

13. Suffolk Highways Report 

 
6. Finance.  

 

a) Clerk.  Proposed payment for March by Mrs Studd, seconded by Mr Langford. Cheque no. 100643 for 

£90.00 signed. No PAYE. 

b) Vertas final quarter invoice for grass cutting – proposed payment Mrs Studd, seconded Mr Studd, cheque 

100644 for £81.00 signed. 

c) Cottage Garden Services invoice for Allotment Gate repair – proposed payment Mr Langford, seconded 

Mrs Palin. Cheque No. 100646. 

d) Audit documentation.  Asset Register; Audit of Allotments; Review of Effectiveness of Internal Audit 

and Risk Assessment.  All above updated documentation was discussed and with the exception of the 

Risk Assessment were approved and signed.  Risk Assessment should have employee pension added in 

line with new government legislation.   

 

7. Planning.  With reference to a rumour to demolish a tied bungalow at Cox Common and to replace 

this with up to four dwellings, PC stress that no application has been received and should any 

development not be tied accommodation to Tyneholm a ‘change of land use’ application would have 

to be passed. 

  
8. Topics for discussion. 

a) Mill Common Parking.  Fund application will be chased.  Date to commence work is awaited. 
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b) Green Energy.  There has been no development on this subject and Topic will be deleted 

from future agendas.  

 
c) Neighbourhood Plan.  Does Westhall need development if so do we need a NP? A document 

detailing NPs and future development in Westhall was emailed to around 55 dwellings, has been 

posted on the PC Website, Noticeboard and in village shop and residents attention was drawn to this 

in the local free Halesworth newspaper, asking for resident’s comments.  Only 5 comments have 

been received to date all of which stated they did not wish to see any development in Westhall, the 

lack of infrastructure was mentioned along with the an issue to widen roads to accommodate wider 

vehicles and busses thus verges would be protected.  There was one complaint regarding the amount 

of Gas Guns in the vicinity. There were two concerns that the document did not go to all village 

residents and after discussion PC thought they had met this criteria. The documents will be left in 

place for a further month and should the need arise in future a house drop will be carried out. 

 

d) Bernard Matthews Spill.  A resident was concerned regarding a deep accumulation of sludge on 

‘Scarsbrook Lane’ which runs alongside the BM factory.  Clerk contacted BM who initially said that 

a bore-hole had been re-opened and this had been left running to clear rust, this had overflowed into 

the lane. Further investigation by BM reveals this is rotting vegetation over spill into the lane, 

probably moved by bore-hole water. BM have taken samples for analysis and have attempted to 

clear the debris. 

 

9. Vacancies.  None. 

10. Roads & Footpaths.   

 

In an attempt to stop further verge erosion a note will be added to the Newsletter asking village drivers to 

wait at passing places to allow oncoming vehicles to pass rather than use the grass verges.     

 

11. Reports from SCC/WDC/Suffolk Police. 

 

PC Simon Green had emailed a ‘NIL’ Crime rate for Westhall to date. 

 

Mr Goldson had nothing to report.  Mr Langford inquired about WDC and Suffolk Coastal District Council 

merging.  Mr Goldson stated it would hopefully save money in the long run, he said boundaries would not 

change but it could affect SCC elected members boundaries. Suffolk, Norfolk and Cambridge could also 

merge. There is no progress on devolution bill at present but it is rumoured that this could include health 

issues.  PC informed Mr Goldson of the new Villages Community Fund which is being created by BM as 

stated in their original planning application, it was hoped to have the first meeting in October.  Mr Goldson 

asked if this could be used to lessen the pressure to PCs of devolution. PC stated that it was not to be used for 

political or religious purposes.  Applications will be made to a panel made up of people from the three 

parishes and discussed. 

 

12. Any Other Business.   
 

PC are invited to a meeting of Westhall Parochial Church Council on 21st March at 7.30 in Village Hall 

concerning the appointment of a new Priest in Charge of the Hundred and Wainford Benefice.  The WPCC 

would like some PC members to be present.  

 

13. Newsletter for Publication.  General overview of meeting to include website, NP and BM Fund. 

 

Date and Time of next meeting. – 4th April 2016 at 7.30pm.    

 

Meeting closed at 8.55 pm.  

 


